This survey is confidential. It should take about 15 minutes to complete. It is important that all questions are answered. The aim of this survey is to investigate the use of stock herding dogs in Australia.
Section 1. Property
If you have several properties and use working dogs, please answer the questions for the property your dogs most often work on.
What is the size of your property in hectares?
☐Less than 500 ☐500 -1 000 ☐1 001 -3 000 ☐3 001 -7 000 ☐7 001 -15 000 ☐15 001 -30 000 ☐More than 30 000
Please indicate the number of each type of livestock on the property.
Cattle ☐Nil ☐Less than 100 ☐100 -500 ☐501 -1 500 ☐1 501 -3 000 ☐3 001 -8 000 ☐More than 8 000 Sheep ☐Nil ☐Less than 500 ☐500 -2 000 ☐2 001 -5 000 ☐5 001 -10 000 ☐10 001 -25 000 ☐More than 25 000 Other.
☐ Please specify____________________________________________ ____________________________________________
In what state is the property? ☐ACT ☐NSW ☐NT ☐QLD ☐SA ☐TAS ☐VIC ☐WA
Section 2. About your dogs
How many dogs do you currently have in work ?  ☐Nil  ☐6  ☐1  ☐7  ☐2  ☐8  ☐3  ☐9  ☐4  ☐10  ☐5 ☐More than 10
Please now focus on the dog(s) you work with most often, and answer the following questions. You can submit details for one, two or three dogs. When you have finished answering for the desired number of dogs proceed to section 3 on page 8.
Dog 1
What sex is this dog? ☐Male entire ☐Male desexed ☐Female entire ☐Female desexed How old is this dog to the closest year? ☐Less than 1  ☐7  ☐1  ☐8  ☐2  ☐9  ☐3  ☐10  ☐4  ☐11  ☐5  ☐12  ☐6 ☐Older than 12 How much did you pay for this dog? ☐$0 ☐$1 001 -$2 000 ☐Less than $500 ☐$2 001 -$5 000 ☐$500 -$1 000 ☐More than $5 000 *Does this dog compete in trials? ☐Yes ☐No
If no, proceed to the questions for Dog 3 or to section 3 on page 8.
If yes:
What type of trials? ☐Utility ☐Yard
☐3-sheep ☐Cattle
In approximately how many trials has the dog competed? ☐1 -3
What is the highest division this dog has competed in? ☐Novice ☐Improver ☐Open
What is the highest place they have been awarded in the highest division they have competed?
☐Has not placed ☐First ☐Second ☐Third
If there is a third dog you work with that you would like to give us details on, please continue to Dog 3. If not, then proceed to section 3 on page 8.
Dog 3
What ☐Less than 50% ☐50 -64% ☐65 -79% ☐80 -99% ☐100%
Dishonourable discharges (dogs dismissed before old age or injury).
Please now focus on the last dog you had in training that you did not retain as a working dog. You will have the opportunity to answer the questions for up to three dogs. If you have not dismissed any dogs prior to retirement please proceed to honourable discharge questions on page 11.
Dog 1
What What was the destination of the dog after dismissal? ☐Euthanasia ☐Retained for another purpose ☐Rehomed for another purpose
If there is a third dog you have dismissed (dishonourable discharge) that you can answer questions on please continue, otherwise, proceed to Honourable discharge questions.
Dog 3
What is the main reason this dog was dismissed? ☐Health problems ☐Inadequate fitness or stamina ☐Lack of working instinct/natural ability ☐Temperament problems ☐Training problems
At what age was this dog dismissed? ☐Less than 3 months ☐3 -6 months ☐6 -12 months ☐More than 12 months
What was the destination of the dog after dismissal? ☐Euthanasia ☐Retained for another purpose ☐Rehomed for another purpose
Honourable Discharges (dogs that were retired)
Please answer the following questions for the last successful working dog(s) you had to retire or that ceased work prematurely. You will have the opportunity to answer the questions for up to three dogs.
Dog 1
Why was the dog retired? ☐Old age ☐Sudden death ☐Injury ☐Illness ☐Loss of interest in work ☐Developed behavioural problem
At what age was this dog retired, to the closest year ?  ☐1  ☐8  ☐2  ☐9  ☐3  ☐10  ☐4  ☐11  ☐5  ☐12  ☐6  ☐13  ☐7 ☐More than 13
What was the dog's destination after retirement? ☐Euthanasia ☐Retained for another use e.g. pet or stud ☐Rehomed ☐Not applicable (deceased)
If there is a second dog you have retired (honourable discharge) that you can answer questions on please continue, otherwise, proceed to section 6 on page 13.
Dog 2
If there is a third dog you have retired (honourable discharge) that you can answer questions on please continue, otherwise, proceed to section 6 on page 13.
Dog 3
Why was the dog retired? 
Section 7. Costs
Please estimate the average yearly cost per dog of feeding and routine health care.
☐Less than $400 ☐$400 -$800 ☐$801 -$1 500 ☐More than $1 500
What is the maximum amount you would consider spending on your best working dog to treat it for a serious illness or injury to allow it to return to work? ☐$200 or less ☐$200 -$500 ☐$501 -$1 000 ☐$1 001 -$2 000 ☐$2 001 -$5 000 ☐More than $5 000 
Section 9. Canine Behaviour Traits

Working manoeuvres
While considering an average working dog, please indicate by circling one of the five marks on the scale, how difficult it is to train the following working manoeuvres. Several of these terms may not be in common usage. Please do not rate in manoeuvres you are not familiar with. They can be left blank.
Please indicate by circling one of the five marks on the scale, how valuable you consider the following
